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Understanding Percocet: Safe Use, Risks, and Important 
Medical Information 

Introduction 
Percocet is a prescription medication that combines oxycodone, an opioid pain reliever, and 
acetaminophen, a non-opioid pain medication. Healthcare providers may prescribe it for the 
management of moderate to severe pain when other treatment options are not sufficient. 
Because Percocet contains an opioid, it carries important risks, including dependence, misuse, 
overdose, and serious side effects. 

This article provides general educational information about Percocet, how it is used, potential 
risks, safety considerations, and the importance of following medical guidance when taking 
prescription pain medications. 

What Is Percocet? 
Percocet is a combination medication used for pain management. The oxycodone component 
works by interacting with opioid receptors in the brain and nervous system, while 
acetaminophen helps reduce pain through a different mechanism. 
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Healthcare professionals may prescribe Percocet after surgery, injury, or for certain medical 
conditions involving significant pain. The medication should only be taken exactly as prescribed 
by a licensed healthcare provider. 

How Percocet Works 
The oxycodone component changes how the brain perceives pain signals, helping patients 
experience relief from discomfort. Acetaminophen enhances pain control and may reduce the 
amount of opioid required for effective treatment. 

Because opioids affect the central nervous system, they can also cause drowsiness, slowed 
breathing, and impaired judgment. 

Common Uses 
Physicians may prescribe Percocet for: 

●​ Post-surgical pain 
●​ Injury-related pain 
●​ Acute severe pain episodes 
●​ Certain chronic pain situations under close medical supervision 

Treatment decisions vary based on the patient's medical history, overall health, and specific pain 
condition. 

Important Safety Information 
Patients should follow all instructions provided by their healthcare provider. Misusing opioid 
medications can result in serious health consequences. 

Important precautions include: 

●​ Never take more than the prescribed dose. 
●​ Do not combine with alcohol. 
●​ Avoid using with certain sedatives unless directed by a physician. 
●​ Keep medications secured away from children. 
●​ Do not share prescription medications with others. 

Potential Side Effects 
Common side effects may include: 

●​ Drowsiness 



●​ Dizziness 
●​ Nausea 
●​ Constipation 
●​ Dry mouth 

Serious side effects can include: 

●​ Breathing difficulties 
●​ Severe allergic reactions 
●​ Extreme sedation 
●​ Loss of consciousness 

Emergency medical attention should be sought immediately if severe symptoms occur. 

Risk of Dependence and Misuse 
Opioid medications can cause physical dependence and may be associated with misuse or 
addiction in some individuals. Risk factors vary from person to person and should be discussed 
with a healthcare professional. 

Patients should never adjust their dosage without medical guidance. 

Drug Interactions 
Percocet may interact with: 

●​ Alcohol 
●​ Benzodiazepines 
●​ Sleep medications 
●​ Muscle relaxants 
●​ Certain antidepressants 

Patients should provide healthcare providers with a complete list of medications and 
supplements they are taking. 

Safe Storage and Disposal 
Proper storage helps prevent accidental ingestion and unauthorized access. Medication should 
be stored according to label instructions and disposed of through approved medication 
take-back programs when no longer needed. 

Talking With Your Healthcare Provider 



Before starting Percocet, patients should discuss: 

●​ Current medications 
●​ Medical history 
●​ Previous reactions to opioids 
●​ Pregnancy or breastfeeding status 
●​ Liver or kidney conditions 

Open communication helps healthcare professionals determine the most appropriate treatment 
plan. 

Conclusion 
Percocet can be an effective prescription medication for managing certain types of pain when 
used under proper medical supervision. Understanding its benefits, risks, side effects, and 
safety precautions is essential for responsible use. Patients should always follow healthcare 
provider instructions, ask questions about their treatment, and seek immediate medical attention 
if serious side effects occur. 
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